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a: 
OF ABOSTON HACK 


A SHORT ESSAY ON JUNK 
HOW TO PASS AUTO INSPECTION 
PUTTING THE FX ON YOUR VW 


THE AUTO BIOGRAPHIES OF 
KID KAISER AND HIS CADILLACS 


Magazine Supplement to 


PMCE bi 














Hear the Sounds of ’76 for 

Less — With These Super 

Savings on Car Stereo 
from CJS AIG! 


: Choose from Two Super Systems! 


a 


019414 Craig Deluxe Mobile 

Twin Flush-Mount Speaker Kit 
OFull-Spectrum Response ODust-Sealed Voice 
Coils OMoisture-Resistant Cones OPadded 
Black Grilles 


SYSTEM SUGGESTED LIST PRICE IS $114.90. 


NOW *84* 


(INCLUDES CASSETTE STEREO PLAYER WITH FM STEREO RADIO 
AND SPEAKERS) 


03517 Craig Minature Cassette 
Stereo Player with FM Stereo Radio 


UNIQUE NEW QUADRANT-STYLE VOLUME CONTROLS 
CONVENIENT ONE-HAND SLOT LOADING 

FAST FORWARD FOR QUICKLY LOCATING DESIRED SELECTION 
ULTRA-COMPACT SIZE MOUNTS ALMOST ANYWHERE 

LED (LIGHT-EMITTING DIODE) TAPE RUNNING INDICATOR 
EJECT BUTTON POPS CASSETTE INTO YOUR HAND 

TONE SWITCH 

THUMBWHEEL TUNING 

AUTOMATIC OR MANUAL STEREO RADIO SWITCHING 
ILLUMINATED STEREO INDICATOR 


0 9414 Craig Deluxe Mobile 

Twin Flush-Mount Speaker Kit 
OFull-Spectrum Response ODust-Sealed Voice 
Coils OMoisture-Resistant Cones DPadded 
Black Grilles 


03153 Craig Compact Eight-Track SYSTEM SUGGESTED LIST PRICE IS $104.90 


Stereo Player with FM Stereo Radio 


SENSITIVE FM STEREO RADIO 


MONOLITHIC INTEGRATED CIRCUITRY FOR RELIABLE PERFORMANCE 
SELECTOR SWITCH FOR MONO OR AUTOMATIC STEREO 
ILLUMINATED JEWELED PROGRAM INDICATORS 

AUTOMATIC OR MANUAL PROGRAM CHANGE 

SEPARATE SLIDE CONTROLS FOR VOLUME, BALANCE, AND TONE 


NOW *79* 


(INCLUDES COMPACT EIGHT-TRACK STEREO 
PLAYER WITH FM STEREO RADIO AND SPEAKERS) 


Get Your Super Savings From These —s~2A\ |G. Dealers 


A & D TELEVISION SALES 
Medfield 


A&W ELECTRONICS 


Norwood 
Milford 
Lawrence 


AL FRANKLIN’S MUSIC WORLD 
Hartford, Ct. 


AUTO SOUND 


Brockton 
Stoneham 
West Watertown 


CUOMO’S 


Lowell 
Salem, N.H. 


ELECTRONICS WERLD 


Leonminster 


HADDAD ELECTRONICS 


Fall River 


JASON’S MUSIC 


Quincy 


JOSEPH J. BRAGA 


West Bridgewater 


LAFAYETTE RADIO 


Leonminster 
Stoughton 


LONDON HOUSE OF TAPES 


Braintree 


OLDE COLONY STEREO 


Cohasset 
Hanover 
Quincy 


PAGNIN?PS MUSIC NOOK 
Milford 


RADIO SHACK 


Marlboro 


RICH’S DEPT. STORE 
Salem 

Gardner 

Plymouth 

Nashua, N.H. 

Lebanon, N.H. 

Portsmouth, N.H. 
Rochester, N.H. 

Gorham, N.H. 


ROBERTS ELECTRONICS 


New London, Ct. 


TAPE PLACE | 
Dedham 


TAPE PLACE Il 


West Bridgewater/Brockton line 


THE WHOLESALER 
Whitman 
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(Left) A traditional junkyard in Quincy; (right) Nissenbaum’s Used Auto Parts in Cambridge 
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OF THE JUNKYARD 


A used-parts center by any other name... 


By Clif Garboden 

If you came here to talk about 
junkyards, you'd better leave. 
You're in the wrong place. We 
are an automobile recycling cen- 
ter. — Al Nissenbaum 


A rusty white 1965 Chevrolet 
Impala coughs and sputters up 
to a grease-colored wooden gar- 
age set along the side of a nar- 
row road in the dull gray hills of 
western Pennsylvania. The land- 
scape surrounding the building 
is literally covered with auto- 
mobile carcasses and stray parts. 
The ground is soaked with oil. 

A man gets out of the Chevy 
and wanders into the garage, 
where a stocky middle-aged man 
in filthy coveralls is busy tear- 
ing pieces off an engine block. 
The mechanic looks up. “Yeah?” 

“You got a header for a Chevy 
8?” 

“What year?” 

“ao. 

‘You want a pipe?” 

“Yeah, you know, a header.” 

“Not for a ’65. You can look 
out back. You might find one on 
a car. I don’t have any in here.” 

The customer then wanders 
out into the nearby field and 
rummages around for a car or an 
engine that looks like his. Junk- 
yard dogs, mean, lean and dirty, 
dodge in and out of the scrap 


piles, pissing in the customer’s: 


footsteps. Occasionally, he 
comes upon a fellow traveler 
picking his way through the rust. 
Speechless children and vague 
young women with hairlips stand 
around scuffing at the broken 
glass while their male escorts 
wrestle with rusted bolts, trying 
to free some particular treasure 
from a long-dead Ford. 





A scenario for a bad movie? 
No, just an accurate picture of 
life in a backwoods junkyard. In 
fact, this is the only kind of junk- 
yard I knew until I was 20. To 
me, you got old auto parts from a 
dirty hillbilly of questionable 
ethics who lived in a tarpaper 
shack with a hundred or so junk 
cars piled out back. 

We don’t have hillbillies ar- 
ound here, but the great Amer- 
ican junkyard tradition lives on 
in the back streets of Cam- 
bridge and Somerville, where, if 
you go looking for used parts to 
fit your car, you’re likely to face 
the same general lack of civility 
and business organization that 
you’d find in western Pennsyl- 
vania. Well, maybe not that bad, 
*cause there’s a movement afoot 
to change the image of bone- 
yards. 

A good example of the new age 
of used-parts dealers-is Al Nis- 
senbaum, co-proprietor of Nis- 
senbaum’s Used Auto Parts in 
Cambridge. Al dishes out the 
party line of the Automotive Dis- 
mantlers and Recyclers of Amer- 
ica (ADRA), formerly NATWA, 
which stood for something else, a 
40-year-old professional organi- 
zation for the used-car-parts 
trade. It’s sort of the AMA of au- 
to wrecking. 

ADRA’s latest ploy is to sell 
the idea of fixing your car with 
parts from somebody else’s mis- 
fortune by calling it ‘‘recyc- 
ling,” which is fair and accurate 
as things go. If, when you’re 
faced with the inevitable truth 
that you can’t afford to buy a 
new car, can’t afford to buy new 
parts for the one you have and 
can’t live without wheels, ADRA 
or gentlemen like Al Nissen- 


baum can make visiting a “re- 
cycling center’ more palatable 
and less intimidating than go- 
ing to the junkyard, car owners 
are only going to benefit. 

It’s just hard to imagine some 
17-year-old hotrodder in Med- 
ford crawling out from beneath 
his rattletrap and announcing, 
“Well, it looks as though I'll 
have to visit my local automo- 
tive dismantler and recycling 
center.” 

ADRA’s propaganda can 
sound a bit thin. The group 
harps on the notion that wrecked 
cars are not “junk,” and there- 
fore the term “junkyard” is a 
misnomer. “Junk,” ADRA con- 
tends, consists of old papers and 
rags and empty six-packs. Ergo, 
a junkyard is really what most 
people call a dump, and a place 
where you find old cars that 
don’t run anymore must be 
something else. Can’t fault their 
logic, and I don’t want to quib- 
ble over semantics, but consider 
this counter-argument: “Junk- 
yard dogs,” made famous in 
story and song, do exist. Their 
howls and the screams of their 
victims can be heard regularly 
after hours, when desperate men 
go on the prowl for midnight re- 
quisitions. Now, people don’t 
buy attack dogs to protect old 
rags and papers. So if there are 
junkyard dogs, there must be 
junkyards, and you can draw 
your own conclusions about what 
precious artifacts said dogs pro- 
tect. 

Whatever you call them, used- 
parts yards are a valuable part of 
the automotive industry. Some 
consumer groups insist, for safe- 
ty reasons, that it’s a lousy idea 
to put any used part on your car. 


Groucho, a mechanic at the 
Hackers Haven do-it-yourself 
garage in Cambridge, agrees that 
there are Some things like brake 
systems, tires and alignment 
components that should be 
bought new or with great cau- 
tion if they are used. Generally, 
though, Al Nissenbaum has a 
point when he says that a door 
from an old car is about as safe 
as a door from a new car. Al also 
reminds us that the cars we drive 
are themselves “used cars” and 
are filled with “used” parts. You 
could resent that kind of logic, 
but there’s some truth in it. 

You should shop carefully, of 
course, and your ability to re- 
cognize defective parts — new or 
used — is your best defense ag- 
ainst installing a time bomb. 
Statistically, according to 
ADRA, -any given car part is re- 
placed only once during the life 
of a vehicle — and that holds 
true whether you replace it with 
a new or a used part. As far as 
safety is concerned, the car you 
are driving was unbelievably 
dangerous the day you drove it 
home. Given that cars are de- 
signed to kill us, it doesn’t really 
matter if they’re made of new or 
used parts. 

Some facts, culled from ADRA 
handouts: there are more than 84 
million cars and 20 million 
trucks on the highways and by- 
ways of America; approximate- 
ly one-third of those have been 
repaired with used parts. The 
used-parts business includes 
over 20,000 “recycling yards,” 
which employ 117,000 people 
and do more than $5 billion 
worth of business annually: 
About eight million cars and 
trucks go off the road each year. 


Many of these become the prop- 
erty of insurance companies, 
who sell them to salvage opera- 
tions. The wrecked auto indus- 
try sells upwards of five million 
tons of scrap metal to domestic 
and foreign manufacturers each 
year. 

Your basic American gas-guz- 
zler — even one that’s driven in- 
to the ground or smashed on the 
Southeast Expressway — is 
worth its weight in reusable mat- 
erials. According to ADRA lit- 
erature, a 3600 pound auto (like 
a full-size Ford or Chevy) yields 
2500 pounds of zinc, 50 pounds of 
aluminum, 30 pounds of copper 
and 20 pounds of lead. 

The trouble is that all these 
valuable substances have been 
sculpted into one piece of tran- 
sportation, and it costs money to 
separate them for reuse. Metal 
from old cars is impure, and 
steelmakers prefer to use nice 
clean iron ore when it’s avail- 
able. Scrap-car metal is sold to 
steelmakers when the market al- 
lows (the old supply and de- 
mand routine). This, according 
to ADRA, explains those piles of 
wrecked cars that blight our 
landscape. They’re sitting 
around waiting for the market to 
open up. Auto recyclers would 
rather sell their cars as parts, 
just because the business would 
be more regular. 

Where do used-car-parts bus- 
inesses get their cars? From you, 
if you want to accept a paltry 
amount of money for a vehicle 
you consider your long-time 
friend, and from insurance com- 
panies, trucking firms, cab com- 
panies and state police auc- 
tions. They pay $15 to $75 on the 

Continued on page 4 
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SELLI 


SEE CARS IN THE CLASSIFIEDS 
IN SECTION 2 OF THE BOSTON 
PHOENIX 


a 
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1965 Ford Supervan '67 eng., aut. 
trans. $590. Call Karen: 782-8812 





For Sale: '65 Comet, starts each 
time, good on gas, burns no oil, 
$150. Call 782-2870 after 4 or 
wknds. Needs some work. 


1968 INT. STEP VAN 
60,000 miles ex. running cond. 
bod in good shape no rust. A fine 
camper or moving van. $800 firm 
call 536-0717 Brian 





UYING? TRADING? 


... Car Wheels, Bike Wheels, Truck Wheels, Any Wheels, All Wheels even 
§ Roller Skate Wheels — Get The Choice Deal in 


2X Classifieds Today 





VW Bug body wanted 66-74, eng. 
not imp., must b vry good to exc 
cond., with good trans. Call Don, 
Tel: 787-2018 


LANDCRUISER — 1969 Toyota 4 
wheel drive, AM-FM new bit tires, 
battery, etc. No rust. Best offer. 
776-3308 


FOR SALE: 1969 VW 

Good condition, moving must sell, 
best offer, Call 783-0069 after 6 
p.m. 
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472-9333 





eS 


—_—_—————— 


_ 2 








479-8118 


CON an Ne 


If Your Car Has Been Stolen 
You Might Have Insurance 
To Cover A Temporary 
Rental From Kertzman’s. 
Call Us For Help 
At 872-9333 


We Also Specialize In Fleet 
Rentals 


New 1976 Beatles 
1 and 2 year contracts 
include insurance, plates, 
collision, all maintenance and 
unlimited free mileage 


When your car reaches 40,000 miles 
you'll get a new car 
please call or write 
on Business letterhead 


Kertzman’s 


450 Quincy Ave. 
Quincy, Mass. 


773-8118 











, 


< 
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JUNK 


Continued from page 3 
average, depending on the yard, 
the car and its condition. 

Selling to auto graveyards is 
no bargain. Buying from them is. 
A typical used part costs about 
half as much as it would if you 
bought it new. Car parts are 
most expensive purchased new 
from a car dealer. The same or 
substitute parts cost less from 
independent parts stores, though 
you may not be able to find 
everything you want in their 
warehouse. Rebuilt parts cost 
less than new parts and used 
parts are the cheapest. 

For example, a new alternator 
for a 1973 Dodge costs about $90 
from the factory. A rebuilt unit 
costs $60, and you can buy a 
used one for under $10. 

Rebuilt parts are another 
story. These are certain espe- 
cially valuable parts like al- 
ternators, starters and radiators 
that are salvaged by gas sta- 
tions and mechanics when they 
replace them in sornebody’s car. 
If you go to a garage and ask for a 
new starter, the mechanic can 
offer to install a rebuilt starter 
for less money than a new one. In 
addition to that savings, you can 
have a certain amount of money 
— called the “core charge’”’ — re- 
funded if you let the garage me- 
chanic keep the starter he takes 
out of your car. He in turn sells 
this back to the company that 
rebuilds starters, they then re- 
build it and it goes into the next 
guy’s car. In the case of parts like 
alternators and starters, the core 
charge can be very high ($20- 
$30 in some cases), so it might 
be worth considering buying a 
rebuilt part that you know some- 
body has reconditioned rather 
than a used part that is bought 
‘‘as is?- 

Used-parts dealers determine 
their own prices, but, aceording 
to Groucho at Hackers Haven, 
you can shop all the yards in 
Cambridge and find the prices 
within 10 percent of each other. 
There is no “book Value”’ (and no 
book) for specific used parts as 
there is for used cars. The price 
is determined by ‘the demand 
and availability of a part, plus 
the labor involved in taking it off 
the junk car. 

If one used-parts dealer 
doesn’t have what you need in 
stock — and if he’s a nice guy or 
if he likes your face — he can 
“put it on the line.” This proce- 
dure has always. been a great 
mystery to customers. “Putting 
it on the line” means that a parts 
salesperson goes into the back 
room and calls in the part re- 
quest to affiliate yards by means 
of a privately operated com- 
munications network that uses 
regular telephone lines to keep 
groups of 50 to 100 independent 
used-parts dealers in touch with 
each other. Putting something 
on the line involves picking up a 
telephone handset and stating 
the year and model of the part 
you’re looking for. The request is 
broadcast over a loudspeaker in 
the office of every yard that sub- 
scribes to that particular “‘line.”’ 
If another yard hears the call and 
has what you want, they call in 
and report that they can fill the 
order. The yard that made the 
request then buys the part from 
the other yard (for less than it 
would be sold over the counter) 
and sells it to you for a profit. 
There are several lines in New 
England. If you’re making the 
rounds and the yards you visit 
don’t have what you need in 
stock, you should find out the 
name of their line so you don’t 
waste your time duplicating your 
requests. 

Used-parts centers carry a 
wealth of parts from common 
cars — Fords, Chevys etc. Most 
do no installation, although 
some will replace broken win- 
dows with salvaged glass. Some 
yards treat their customers bet- 
ter than others, but theoretical- 
ly the public is welcome to shop. 


Used-parts dealers do half their 
business to the “‘trade”’ (i.e., gas 
stations, mechanics and com- 
mercial fleets) and half with in- 
dividuals. 

Body parts are readily avail- 
able for both foreign and domes- 
tic cars, although it might take 
you a while to locate a left rear 
fender for a 1958 Chrysler Sar- 
atoga or a 55 DeSoto tail-light. 
Engine parts can be interchan- 
ged more than you might ex- 
pect, but I'd have to recom- 
mend that you know what you’re 
doing before you start to mix and 
match. People back in Pennsy]- 
vania can fabricate a whole car 
from junkyard parts, but that’s a 
talent that’s passed down 
through the genes. 

If total disaster befalls your 
car, used-parts yards can sup- 
ply you with a used engine. Good 
yards offer up to a 30-day guar- 
antee on any parts. You 
shouldn’t buy from anyone who 
doesn’t offer a guarantee, and 
don’t be ashamed to ask about 
it. In the case of used engines, 
this warranty usually applies on- 
ly to the block and head. Pipes, 
manifolds, starters, coils, distri- 
buters, hoses and anything else 
that might be left on the used 
block are exempt from both the 
cost of the used engine and the 
warranty. 

All parts sold by used-parts 
dealers carry what is known as 
an “implied” warranty. That 
means that they’re supposed to 
work within reasonable limits. A 
reputable yard will test any part 
they sell — if it’s at all practical 
to do so. Batteries and all elec- 
trical parts ar tested easily, so 
they are good buys. Parts like 
steering boxes are trickier, and 
remember, your life is at stake 
here, so be cautious. 

It’s difficult for “‘recycling cen- 
ters” to live up to their new im- 
age. Wrecking cars is an untidy 
proposition, and in the city space 
is at a premium. Nissenbaum’s ° 
is the cleanest yard I’ve ever 
seen. Like. some of the larger, 
used-parts dealers in the Mid-*; 
west,_ NisseabAum sdiampantleg, 
its autos when they are bought” 


, and catalogs and inventories the 


parts. Unlike traditional junk- 
yards, where everything is 
heaped in corners and every 
place in the-building is a corner, * 
Nissenbaum’s stores all its gen- 
erators in one place, all its steer- 
ing boxes in one place, all its fen- 
ders in one place, etc. They have 
a card catalog system where they 
can look up all the parts they 
have. You don’t have to stand 
around and wait for somebody to 
pry the part you need off a car- 
cass three-quarters of a mile aw-- 
ay — and they never send you 
out to forage for your own tro- 
phies. 

The largest junkyard in New 
England is Goldies down in 
Quincy. There you will see thou- 
sands of cars parked in a giant 
lot waiting for the scrap-metal 
buyer or somebody like him. 
Goldies is a mixture of the old 
image and the new. Because they 
are the largest yard around, they 
are likely to have what you want 
— somewhere. They, too, carry 
an inventory of already disman- 
tled parts, and, if your car will 
carry you as far away from the 
Cambridge-Somerville line as 
Quincy, Goldies is probably your 
best bet for one-stop shopping. 

The romance of fixing your 
own car usually loses most of its 
appeal after the initial repair 
job. The joy of tooling down 
Mass. Ave. in something that, 
but for the grace of your hand, 
would be abandoned in your 
driveway fades, and working un- 
der the hood becomes a revolt- 
ing chore. 

Most of us can’t afford to do 
much else, though. We are con- 
signed to the junkyards and the 
recycling centers by elementary 
economic necessity. But it’s nice 
to know the used-parts dealers 
are ready for us. When the last 
ridgerunner closes up shop and 
sells out to an:ADBA recycling 
center, a little bjt of America will 
be lost — but not a little bit that 
any of us is going to miss. 








“Where service makes the difference” 


FEBRUARY SPEC IALS LIKE NEVER BEFORE 


Radial Retreads by Technitread 
40,000 Mile Written Guarantee > | 
“12 MONTH FREE REPLACEMENT sa 
GUARANTEE ON DEFECTS” 


FITS: Audi Fox, Toyota, Peugeot, 
Sprite, Subaru, Fiat, Dashwer, Mazda, 
BMW, Datsun, Opel, Capri, Triumph, 
Saab, Renault, Lotus, MGB, Volvo, 
Rover, Audi 100LS, BMW 1800, Alfa, 
Datsun, Porsche. 


$91%.... 


155 SR 13 
165 SR 13 
165 SR 14 
155 SR 15 


(560/13) 
(600/13-A78/13) 
(560/14) 
(560/15) 


TUBELESS 





$29°5.. 


SIZES 
175SR13 


185SR14 


REPLACES 
650/13, B78/13, 
BR78/13, C78/13, 
CR78/13 


695/14, C78/14, 
D78/14, DR78/14 
735/14, E78/14, 
ER78/14 


FREE 
MOUNTING 


VW New Treads 
$4350 TAX INCL. 


MOUNTING INCL. 





® IN NEW ENGLAND 


ay Example: 165HR13 
XAS tubeless 


923-1800 


126 Galen Street 


Watertown/Newton Line 
EXIT 17 MASS PIKE 


PROWLER Il BELTED w/w 


A quality tire construction of two plys 
of polyester cord and two plys of 
fiberglass place this tire in the 
premium category of our tire line. 
A78-13 $22.95 + FET 
C78-13 23.95 
C78-14 23:95 
E78-14 24.95 
F78-14 25.95 
G78-14 26.95 
H78-14 
G78-15 
H78-15 
L78-15 (4+2) 


27.95 
27.95 
28.95 
29.95 


FREE MOUNTING 





| 

| MORE! MORE! MORE! 

| OF WHAT YOU LIKE BEST... ONLY WE'VE MADE IT 
| WILDER. SEXIER AND GROOVIER! 


100 
FREE 


TICKETS 


(No Purchase Necessary) 
Limit 2 Per Person 


| % & EDGES 
219 Tremont St. 542-4600 














oven “X" Ramang 





RV Headquarters 
Trucks, Vans & 4-wheel Drives 


Featuring 


DESERT DOGS 
ARMSTRONG MAXI-TRACS 


AVAILABLE = GOODYEAR TRACKERS 
i212 WE ALSO STOCK A COMPLETE 





LINE OF CUSTOM WHEELS 


ALL SIZES FOR ALL 
TYPES OF VEHICLES 


THIS IS OUR STORY 


When it’s time to re-tire, call or stop by 
for an expert’s opinion ... no hype 


“Our Time is Your Time” 


WE SPECIALIZE IN: 


Computerized Dynamic Balancing 
All Wheels 


sAM 
1 SS 
6 DAYS == gay 


11-15 

12-15 

12-16.5 
Tubeless 


6PM 


PDD RES ORO.) CUENTA RABA ERA RAD HHRMA 
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PUTTING THE FIX ON YOUR VW 


How to be your Bug's 


By D.C. Denison 

The common American wis- 
dom these days seems to be that 
if you’ve got a problem there 
must be a book on it. If you own 
a 1962 Volkswagen with 120,000 
miles on it, you’ve got a prob- 
lem. 

It used to be said that when 
your Volkswagen needed work 
you could count your Options on 
the fingers of one finger — pay- 
ing a mechanic or paying a me- 
chanic. Recently, however, quite 
a few books have been pub- 
lished that, along with other de- 
velopments (like the self-service 
garage), have made it possible 
for the sufficiently interested 
person to pursue Volkswagen 
knowledge to a high degree of so- 
phistication. 

While there have always been 
automotive manuals and guides 
around, they were not only hard 
to find but also impossible to un- 
derstand, since they were usu- 
ally written for vocational-train- 
ing classes. The situation 
changed in 1969, when John 
Muir published How to Keep 
Your Volkswagen Alive: A Man- 
ual for the Compleat Idiot (John 
Muir Publications, Santa Fe, 
NM, $6.50), the book that made 
Volkswagens accessible to the 
common man. By the time “The 
Idiot Book” went into its 13th 
printing, other publishing com- 
panies started to wise up and get 
into the act. Now, every book- 
store usually has at least a few 
automobile books written ex- 
pressly for the layman. By using 
the best of these books intelli- 
gently, the average non-intellec- 
tual can rise to whatever level of 
Volkswagen wisdom he or she de- 
sires, anywhere from that of nor- 
mal intelligent user to keeper of 
Volkswagen secrets and confi- 
dant of garage dogs and me- 
chanics. 

If your intuition tells you that 
you could never ‘understand 


best friend 
= 


Volkswagens by just reading 
books, it’s right. Books can give 
you, unfortunately, only half of 
what’s necessary to understand 
cars. Experience is the other 
half. Since theory comes before 
practice, though, a few good 
books can get you pretty far 
along in the Volkswagen world. 
How far you get depends only on 
how far you want to go, and 
automotive publishers are final- 
ly getting over their old mistake 
of continually trying to explain 
more than the reader wants to 
know. If you’ve ever tried to read 
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Getting closer to your Volkswagen 


up on how a turn signal works, 
only to find yourself involved in 
a long explanation of the electri- 
cal system (complete with refer- 
ences to points, plugs and coils), 
you know how confusing some 
books can be. 

.. Before you go out and buy any 
books, then, you should ask 
yourself:exactly what you want 
to learn. «You'll probably find 
yourself in one of two basic 
groups — those who want to use 
their Volkswagens intelligently 
and get the most out of them 
without getting their hands dir- 
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and beautifully simple: ” 
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stark, a good supplement is 
Charlotte Slater’s Things Your 
Mother Never Taught You 
About Car Care and Repair 
(Sheed and Ward Inc., Kansas 
City, $2.50), a collection of short 
pieces (written for the Detroit 
News) dealing with automo- 
biles. The ‘book is rather breezy, 
and the prose style shows the in- 
fluence of “Hints from Heloise,” 
but it does come across with 
some simple, useful, survival- 
oriented information. 


Another book useful for some- 
one who has no desire to fathom 
the mysteries of the VW is What 
You Should Know Before You 
Get Your Car Repaired by An- 
thony Till (New American Li- 
brary, New York, $1.00). This 
book is the best thing on the 
market for helping you avoid be- 
coming a “laydown,” a custom- 
er who continually puts himself 
at the mercy of auto mechanics. 


Till assumes that the reader 
knows nothing about cars, does 
not want to know anything about 
cars, yet wants to be an intelli- 
gent consumer. The book ex- 
plains the different types of auto 


z repair shop, how they work and 


how to get the most out of them. 
Especially interesting is his ex- 
pose of the large muffler and 


="2@ transmission chains, which he 


ty, and those who have higher as- 
pirations — the ones who want to 
talk to mechanics, make minor 
repairs and get greasy on Satur- 
day afternoons. 


Keeping Your Hands Clean 

‘If you would just as soon go on 
believing that your Volkswagen 
is run by dittle rabbits, as long as 
you know when to give them car- 
rots so they’ll get you to work 


-ant back every day, then all you 


really need to know about your 
Volkswagen is contained in your 
owners’ manual — the kind of 
gas to use, the standard tire pres- 
sure; when to get tune-ups, etc. 
Chances are, however, that ei- 
ther you have lost it or it wasn’t 
in the car when you bought it. If 
that’s the case you can write or 
call Volkswagen America, Dept. 
of Consumer Relations, Engle- 
wood Cliffs, NJ. They have own- 
ers’ manuals for every year, and 
they will send you one for a cou- 
ple. of bucks. 

If you find the manual a bit 


claims are close to being public 
nuisances. 


The end of the book contains a 
very helpful flat-rate book that 
tells you how long a certain job 
should take, so that even if you 
don’t know what is involved in, 
say, replacing brake shoes, you 


“do know that it should take a 


mechanic 2.2 hours to do the job. 
Multiply this-by the shop’s hour--: 


“ly rate, add parts, and you have 


_a fairly good idea of a fair price 


“for the job. The book also con- 


tains a glossary of automotive 
terms, so that when a mechanic 


- says, “You need new tie rods,” 


you can say, “You mean the 
small steel rods that connect the 
front wheels to the steering me- 
chanism?” 


Touch Me, Heal Me 

If you have read the owners’ 
manual and Till’s Repair, you 
know enough to share a happy, 
though perhaps shallow, life with 
your Volkswagen. Suppose, how- 
ever, that you want to deepen 
that relationship. For the last six 
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or seven years, John Muir’s 
Volkswagen Manual for the 
Compleat Idiot has been the 
classic in the field, and its rep- 
utation is well-deserved. Muir 
offers well-thought-out, de- 
tailed instructions on how to fix 
almost anything that is wrong 
with your Volkswagen, but while 
the book is long on the “how,” it 
is often criticized for being short 
on the “why.” 

His thesis seems to be that if 
you explain an operation clearly 
enough, accounting for every 
contingency, then the reader can 
make the repair without really 
understanding its theoretical im- 
plications. This theory often 
works, but two untoward things 
can happen: either the reader 
discovers that he cannot work on 
a job that he does not under- 
stand, or he is faced with a con- 
tingency that is not covered in 
the book. This is not surprising: 
a Volkswagen consists of thou- 
sands of moving parts that wear 
and break down in the strangest 
ways, and no book could hope to 
account for the many possibil- 
ities that one might run into. 

The mechanically innocent 
Volkswagen owner needs an un- 
derstanding of fundamental con- 
cepts, theories and terminology. 
Automotive mechanics, after all, 
requires not simply following 
procedures, but also problem- 
solving. You look at a problem, 
read up on it, study the dia- 
grams, think about it and try to 
fix it. The more you know about 
how a car works the easier it is to 
solve specific problems and fol- 
low directions. 

What is missing from /diot is 
an overall explanation of how the 
VW, or the automobile in gen- 
eral, works. Muir claims that by 
reading this book all the way 
through like a novel, skipping 
only the detailed instructions, 
one will get a good theoretical 
knowledge of the Volkswagen. If 
you ware sitting in front of a fire- 
place, though, and not out in the 
garage dismantling a master cyl- 
inder, it all, sounds like gibber- 
ish. The problem for the inex- 
perienced Volkswagen owner 
comes down to trying to bridge 
the gap between Muir’s “How to 
do” and the owner’s own “Why 
am I doing this?” 


Automotive Philosophy 101 

Two books that can help the 
beginner get an overall feel for 
how an automobile works are 
Fixing Cars by the Dimwit Auto 
Group (San Francisco Institute 
of Automotive Ecology, 1974, 
$5.00) and Everything I Know 
About Cars by Stephanie Judy 
(Berkley Publishing Company, 
New York, $3.95). 

Everything I Know is ideal as 
a general introduction to the 
automobile. The opening sec- 
tion is devoted to a quick tour 
through the entire automobile. 
Of the following chapters, the 
author devotes one to each sys- 
tem or subdivision of the car — 
the engine; the fuel and exhaust 
systems; the drive-train, pollu- 
tion control, tires, wheels, sus- 
pension, steering; the electrical, 
lubrication, and cooling sys- 
tems; the brakes, body and ac- 
cessories. 

Throughout the book, the au- 
thor sticks to the general and 
simple, so that, by the time the 
reader reaches the end, he can- 
not help but have a good idea as 
to what goes on in a car. The 
book does not get bogged down 
describing specific repairs (you 
have the “Idiot Book” for that) 
but it does have a good section 
on basic checks that can be per- 
formed without tools, such as oil- 
level, battery power, brake, 
clutch, and steering free-play. 

While Fixing Cars also falls 
into the category of a general in- 
troduction, and also gives a very 
clear presentation of the funda- 
mental ideas behind the auto- 
mobile in its opening chapter, it 
does not go on; as the Every- 
thing I Know-bodk does, to ex- 
plain the automobile system by 
system. Instead there is a long 


and very helpful section on tools, 
and a good chapter on driving 
and maintenance. 

Fixing Cars is a good deal live- 
lier than Everything and often 
uses cartoons to illustrate im- 
portant points; so, if auto books 
tend to depress you, this is the 
one to get. Fixing Cars also con- 
tains rather long chapters on 
“Women and Cars” and “The 
Politics of Cars,” which might 
prove interesting. 


Higher Knowledge 

Another highly readable (al- 
most childishly simple) book is 
Carma by David Rosenblum 
(Harper and Row, New York, 
$4.95). This book does not claim 
to be a general introduction but 
concentrates instead on the two 
most complicated and confus- 
ing parts of any car, the electri- 
cal system and the carburetor. If, 
after reading either Fixing Cars 
or Everything, you still find 
these two systems a bit confus- 
ing, you should pick up this 
book. 


Rosenblum got his experience 
in Woodstock, NY, teaching hip- 
pies, artists and musicians about 
their cars; his explanations are 
consequently so slow and simple 
that one would have to work 
hard not to understand them. 
Unfortunately, since there is 
more to your Volkswagen than 
electricity and carburetion, Car- 
ma is best used as a supplement 
to one of the more general books. 


Perfect Mastery 

After one of the above books, 
Muir’s Idiot will read like the 
morning paper. Read it all the 
way through, and all that has 
been hidden shall be revealed. 
As you skim the procedures and 
look at the diagrams, you will get 
a very clear picture of how your 
Volkswagen works. 

Idiot ranges widely, but does 
not cover some things, such as 
wiring diagrams and specifica- 
tions. These are sometimes ne- 
cessary; they can be found in 
The Volkswagen Official Ser- 
vice Manual for your particular 
model and year. This series, 
published by Robert Bentley Inc. 
(Cambridge, Mass., $9.95), is 
the very last word on Volkswa- 
gens. The Bentley manual is also 
helpful as a companion to the 
“Idiot Book” for, if you find 
yourself stuck in the middle of 
one of Muir’s procedures, you 
can consult the Official Service 
Manual for a possible alternate 
method. The Bentley book also 
includes pictures, which can be 
used in times of trauma as a 
cross-reference to the drawings 
in the “Idiot Book.” 

With a general book (either 
Fixing Cars or Everything I 
Know), Muir’s ‘“Idiot’s Book” 
and the Bentley book, you are 
theoretically equipped to han- 
dle anything that can come be- 
tween your Volkswagen and the 
open road; but, if you are still 


wary of diving headlong into a 
repair job, you should be. 

Knowledge without experi- 
ence will only get you so far: be- 
tween the printed word and an 
actual automobile engine there 
is a gap that is not easily crossed, 
no matter how many diagrams, 
pictures, fold-outs and pop-ups 
the author uses. Take this into 
account, especially on your first 
few jobs. The more advice and 
instruction you can get from an 
experienced mechanic, the bet- 
ter off you will be. Not only will 
you waste less time and make 
fewer mistakes, but you will find 
yourself less often in a cold lot at 
midnight trying to fish a screw 
out of the distributer. 

With a mechanic you will 
learn pointers and shortcuts that 
are not in the books, and if you 
run into real trouble you can 
plead nolo contendere, hand the 
job over to him and act con- 
cerned as he bangs his head 
against the engine block. So, if 
you have a friend who is a me- 
chanic, you might try to get him 
to supervise. 

If you don’t know a mechanic, 
or simply don’t have any friends, 
a self-service garage is your best 
bet. At Mechania and Hackers 
Haven, the two most popular 
self-service garages in the area, 
the mechanics will explain any 
unclear sections in the Muir 
book (they all know it well by 
now) and will help you with any 
unforeseen problems. If you plan 
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to use a self-service garage and 
would like plenty of attention, 
it’s best to go on weekday morn- 
ings, when the garage is least 
crowded. 

As long as you have acquired a 
basic familiarity with automo- 
biles, though, you can be confi- 
dent that, with the “‘Idiot’s 
Book” and some supervision, 
you can perform any modest re- 
pairs on your VW. It may take 
patience, especially the first 
time, but if you persist you will 
get the job done. 

If you are still not up to tack- 
ling a repair job on your own, 
even in a self-service garage, 
there is yet another option open 
to you. In addition to the self- 
service facilities, Hackers Ha- 
ven has its own mechanics, who 
work on cars for the standard 
hourly wage of $14. You can hire 
one of them at the standard wage 
to work on your car while you 
watch, follow along in the book, 
and ask questions. After watch- 
ing a mechanic do a job once, 
you will find it much easier the 
next time around. 

If you’re still not getting along 
with your Volkswagen, and you 
haven’t traded it in for a bicycle 
or roller skates, you can always 
take a course. Mechania and 
both the Cambridge and Boston 
Centers for Adult Education of- 
fer auto courses that can be very 
helpful. If after all this, though, 
you are still looking for the 
Volkswagen engine in front... . 
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YES! YOU CAN PASS INSPECTION 


Barely 


By D. C. Denison 

If you’ve been riding around 
for the last few months with one 
headlight, no muffler, a broken 
tail-light and faded brakes — 
swearing to every policeman who 
pulls you over that it has all just 
happened, and you are on your 
way to the garage — chances are 
you have wondered just what you 
will have to do to get the car an 
inspection sticker during the up- 
coming inspection period, April 
1 to May 15. Like many others, 
you want to know what you need 
to pass — and no more. 

Recently, in the interests of 
old Novas, Valiants, Comets and 


Impalas everywhere, my friend 
Lunch and I put on our mirror- 
shades, stuffed our pockets with 
two-dollar bills and set out in his 
’64 Dodge Polara to search for 
the perfectly minimal in- 
spection. Besides having an 
interesting rust pattern along the 
bottom, this particular Polara’s 
ball-joints were worn out, its 
headlights pointed in almost op- 
posite directions, the direction- 
als were long gone, and the brake 
pedal sank a few inches before 
the car would begin to stop — 
four violations of the inspection 
code altogether. 

By the end of the afternoon, 


the car had gone to bat six times 
at various inspection stations 
around the Boston area. It came 
out with a commendable .500 
batting average — three flunks 
and three passes. We found the 
minimal inspection to consist of 
a quick check of the headlights 
— high and low beams — brake- 
lights, back lights, horn, wind- 
shield wipers, parking brake, re- 
gular brake and tires. One needs 
also at least some semblance of a 
muffler. If these parts of your car 
are in reasonably good shape, 
you will have no trouble passing 
inspection if you can find a mini- 
malist inspector. 


“How do I do that?” you ask. 
One way is to apply what Lunch 
calls the “cigarette method for 
evaluating inspection stations.” 
Find an inspection station and 
pull in. Light up a cigarette as 
you hand the inspector the 
necessary registration papers. If 
you are still smoking the same 
cigarette when he finishes in- 
specting the car, you are all set 
— he’s only interested in the 
basics. 

If he’s still inspecting as you 
start on the second cigarette, 
however, you don’t stand a 
chance — he’s. going to find 
something. Non-smokers can use 


the radio: if you hear more than 
two songs on WRKO during the 
inspection, forget it. If the in- 
spector informs you that your car 
has been rejected, do not lose 
heart — move on. Somewhere in 
the city there is an inspector who 
will want to finish the whole in- 
spection during a commercial 
break in “Love of Life.” 

If something essential on your 
car is broken, you have two op- 
tions — you can let them fix it at 
the inspection station, or you can 
check it out before you leave for 
the inspection station and try to 
fix it yourself. What follows is a 

Continued on page 12 
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Fear and moaning at the taxi stand 





By William Manning 

Mercy sakes alive, why has 
fame and romance always eluded 
cab drivers? 

While half of Nashville is busy 
writing hymns to the highway 
and sonnets to gearboxes, the 
truckers’ homely cab-driving 
cousins have been left behind in 
a cloud of diesel exhaust, ignor- 
ed in story and song, as they sit 
patiently at their stands until 
the day Recognition flags them 
down. 

When was the last time the 
cabbie and his trade were cele- 
brated on top-40 radio? Don’t 
bother rummaging through all 
that circuitry between your ears, 
friends and neighbors, for you 
would be sending yourself on a 
fool’s errand. There might be a 
few toe-tappers that spring to 
mind, but Harry Chapin’s 
“Taxidriver,”” Herb Alpert’s 
“Tiajuana Taxi,” and “Cab- 
driver, Drive By Mary’s Place” 
by the Mills Brothers hardly es- 
tablish the profession in popular 
mythology. Three songs do not a 
genre make. 

The most galling part of the 
recent coast-to-coast truck- 
omania is the failure of the 


media mavens to give equal time 
to those little-understood mem- 
bers of society who make their 
living hauling flesh, while mea- 
suring out their lives in sevenths 
of a mile. Sure, it can be a pro- 
saic endeavor, but the same is 
true of trucking. Let’s face it: if 
one-tenth of the things we see on 
a show like Movin’ On actually 
happened to truckers, certainly 
nothing would be delivered. Now 
that Americans have swallowed 
a program like that hook, line 
and trailer, it won’t be long be- 
fore we see a spate of spinoffs. 
Can The Six Million Dollar Van 
be far behind? 

And what of the cabbie? His 
story is deferred once again as 
Fate puts him on “hold,” de- 
ferred until Lady Luck and Nor- 
man Lear take him by the clip- 
board and make him a national 
hero. But that would be too 


much to expect. It may be years’ 


before the cab driver gets his 
due. Videoland is, after all, a 
notoriously tough nut to crack, 
and the members of hackdom 
may never reach prime time at 
all, but an afternoon soap opera 
—, now there’s a possibility. 
There’s something for every- 





body in the taxi business: 
daredevil driving, humor, sex, 
violence — and enough pathos to 
choke a horse. The raw material 
to spawn generations of soap 
opera is available in such abun- 
dance that’an army of actors and 
writers could be kept busy into 
old age churning out episodes of 
As the Meter Turn or Tips Unto 
My Feet. So let us start at the 
begining, with an eye always to- 
ward realism, ‘for, if it must be 
known, driving a cab is as much 
a penance as it is an occupation. 
Ignoring those who managed 
to accumulate the $38,000 or so 
required to launch themselves in 
the taxi business, we will con- 
centrate on urban sharecroppers 
who work for the large fleets in 
exchange for a daily wage: the 
day men and the night men. 
The untrained eye is unable to 
tell a day man from a night man, 
but the day man is able to dis- 
cern a night man at a glance, and 
vica versa. There is a simple and 
nearly foolproof way of doing 
this: when a day man enters the 
garage at 6 a.m. and sees some- 
one leaving without a cab, he can 
safely conclude the latter is a 
night man. Night men are also 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX, WHEELS, FEBRUARY 17, 1976 / PAGE NINE 


CONFESSIONS 
A BOSTON CABBI 








the ones who usually get killed 
during those cycles when loonies 
who indulge in human sacrifice 
can only be satisfied with blood 
from someone wearing a coin- 
changer on his belt. I was a day 
man. It is with relief that I still 
number myself among the living. 

After a day man has entered 
the garage, his first duty is to 
pick up the keys to a cab. In one 
particular company, which shall 
remain nameless, the keys: are 
dispensed by an unpleasant (if 
not homicidal) idiot savant, 
whose sole claim to fame is 
knowing where the city of Boston 
has hidden every street within its 
boundaries. For this feat of 
memory, the company has re- 
warded him with an office job 
and all the coffee he can spill. He 
also gets to fill in on the two-way 
radio when the dispatcher eats 


‘lunch or leaves to empty his 


bladder. Every 10 minutes or so, 
the dispatcher or the savant uses 
the radio to broadcast the time 
and any of about one dozen 
“safety signals,” which remind 
the drivers to be careful. Safety 
Signal Number 1 is, “Avoid Acts 
of God.” 

Continued on page 10 
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CABS 


Continued from page 9 

Now you have your keys, your 
waybill has been punched where 
it says “Time In,” and you're 
ready to sing the song of the open 
road — right? Wrong. That 
would be too easy. It seems it 
snowed during the night and the 
white stuff has obscured the 
number on each of the 75 identi- 
cal vehicles parked in front of the 
garage (it is a garage in name 
only). It is time to play “Find the 
Cab” for a quarter of an hour be- 
fore you uncover 206 and its not 
unexpected secret — the ions in 
its battery are all out to lunch. 
For another 15 minutes you try 
to convince a skeptical mech- 
anic that yours is a hardship 
case, before he gives your Sears 
Die-Hard an electronic trans- 
fusion. Finally, you hit the 
street. It’s 6:35 a.m. 


Between 6 and 8 a.m., the 
smart driver plays the South 
End, for proletarian types are 
leaving for work by then. If 
you're dumb, you get on the 
stand in front of the Ritz-Carlton 
and break wind in your cab for 
two hours before you see a living 
soul. It’s cold. Dogs are freezing 
to the hydrants. Nothing much 
happens at the Ritz during the 
winter at 6:30 a.m., but then its 


clientele is not what you’d con- 
sider working class. At last, 
someone emerges. It’s a woman 
from the hotel’s housekeeping 
staff. She wants to be taken to 
the South End. 

This has not been an auspi- 
cious start. As you glance at your 
waybill, something akin to panic 
grips you: it’s 9 a.m. and you've 
only booked $1.40 from the run 
to the South End. The tip was 
good, though. Working people 
are good tippers. I’d rather carry 
waitresses all day than those 
stiffs with the attache cases who 
never learned the numbers on 
the far side of 15 percent. 

After maneuvering onto the 
stand at the Ritz again, the 
driver in the next car comes back 
for a chat. You wait hopefully for 
confirmation that there is, in- 
deed, a slump in business that 
morning but discover instead he 
has already had two flat rates to 
Springfield. To make matters 
worse, he complains about 
having a slow day. It’s 9:25 a.m. 
Following a trip to the hotel’s 
newsstand to buy a paper, you 
pass the Prince of Flat Rates 
haggling with a customer over 
the fare to Chicago. A voice says 
it’s time to leave, but a couple 
with a suitcase jump in your cab 
and ask to be taken to the air- 
port for a flight that leaves in 12 
minutes. All is not lost. 

The couple arrive in the nick 
of time but, in the rush to make 
the plane, they toss four dollars 


onto the front seat to cover the 
$3.75 on the meter. The toll 
through the tunnel was a quart- 
er; you now have exactly no- 
thing to show for your effort. 
Taxi men refer to this as a “‘fish- 
ball.” (A fish has no balls — and 
you have no tip. Get it?) So there 
are two choices open to the 
driver at this point: he can either 
lose another quarter by going 
into town empty, or take a 
chance in the airport taxi pool 
for a dime, a small price to pay 
for a crack at the elusive flat 
rate. 

By way of explanation, a flat 
rate is invoked when a pass- 
enger goes beyond a certain ra- 
dius from the airport (or the 
city). It is a plum that drops 
from Fortune’s tree and lands in 
the cab of a driver who happens 
to be in the right place at the 
right time. In retrospect, I seem 
to have labored too often in the 
wrong orchards and usually 
wound up with every other kind 
of fruit plopped onto my front 
and back seat: a paranoid pimp 
looking for his woman, a de- 
ranged welfare recipient out for a 
joyride to McDonald’s on check 
day, a go-go girl who rummages 
around in her panties for the 
money she knows was there yes- 
terday — cash drawers, you 
might call them. 

That was Safety Signal 
Number 2, by the way: “‘Watch 
out for women who hide money 
in their crotches.”’ Even they 


weren't as bad as the woman 
who promised to say a prayer for 
me in lieu of a tip. People like 
that you don’t need. Nor do you 
need: a) fares who climb into 
your cab during the rush hour 
and ask you to step on it; b) 
businessmen who ask if you 
know of any good whorehouses, 
and c) prostitutes who ask if you 
know of any good businessmen. 

Playing the airport used to be 
profitable. Veteran cabbies are 
fond of recalling the days when a 
15-minute wait in the taxi pool 
was considered excessive. That 
may or may not have been the 
case, but now the time it takes to 
be dispatched to one of the ter- 
minals can be as long as an hour 
if you pull in during a slack per- 
iod. 

Still, we take our chances. The 
taxi pool at Logan is like a 
roulette wheel with a men’s 
room: sometimes your number 
comes up and you get a flat rate 
to Connecticut, and then there 
are days when you realize you’re 
pissing your ‘time’ away. 

Sitting there in our cars, we of- 
ten hum “Faraway Places” as 
exotic names call to us: Hyannis, 
Mattapoisett, Athol. Forty 
minutes later, you manage to 
snag a fare to the Holiday Inn in 
Cambridge just as sleet begins to 
fall. You are soon alerted to one 
of 206’s idiosyncracies, as slush 
blankets the windshield. The 
windshield wipers will go up 
once, then self-destruct. Back to 
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the garage for repairs or a differ- 
ent cab. 

Exchanging one'cab.for an- 
other was always a calculated 
risk in the company referred to 
here. The odds were great that 
whatever substitute cab could be 
found was 10 times worse than 
the one brought in. Such cars, 
widely known as “shitboxes,” 
were given to the unwary in an 
attempt to put the fear of God 
into them. One of the replace- 
ment cabs to choose from could 
only make right turns, and an- 
other had steering so loose that a 
trip through the Callahan Tun- 
nel was an adventure in brinks- 
manship. Still another had a 
rear seat that would slide out 
from under passengers after the 
brakes were applied a few times. 
Once, two elderly women dis- 
appeared from view after a 
couple of red lights, but they 
continued talking to each other 
nonchalantly, as they lay nearly 
horizontal on the floorboard. 
With cars like that, wipers that 
defied repair should have been 
the least of the worries. Two-oh- 
six was a Henny Youngmann 
joke on wheels. Each time it 
rained, I'd bring it in and tell the 
mechanic the wipers broke every 
time they were turned on. “Stop 
turning them on,” he’d say. It 
was that kind of place. 

A conscientious neophyte 
learns the city and its streets 
quickly enough. A few hours of 
map study are all it takes to 
commit to memory the most 
important residential and com- 
mercial areas. Then places you 
should or shouldn’t play at cer- 
tain times of the day. But I won’t 
divulge: valuable information 
like that. Experience is the best 
instructor, and anyone who 
wants to can get fingerprinted 
like the rest of us and join up 
with one of the fleets. Who 
knows? You may possess the in- 
nate talent to negotiate the city 


‘and still take home $250 a week. 
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Can You Hack It? Try the National Cabbie Test 


There’s one quick way of 
determining your cab-driving 
aptitude, and that’s by taking 
“The National Cabbie Test.” 

Many of you are ashamed to 
admit that going into medical 
school or into law was pro- 
bably the biggest mistake you 
ever made, for outdoor work al- 
ways had greater appeal: This 


is 


your big chance, closet 


cabbies! Get out your No. 2 
Eberhard Fabers and discover 


if 


you're ready to enter the 


wonderful world of taxis. 
Pencils ready? You may 


begin. 

1) A person gets into your cab 
and asks to be taken to a 
street you’ve never heard 
of before. You would: 

a) admit you don’t know 
where it is and ask the 
passenger if he could 
direct you. 

b) give him a street map, 
a quarter and tell him 
to take the subway. 

c) wing it. 

2) A drunk gets into your cab 
and spits up all over your 
back seat. You should: 

a) offer him an Alka 
Seltzer and an air sick- 
ness bag. 

b) stick a soda straw out 
the window and suck 
air. 

c) rub his nose in it while 
beating him with a 
rolled newspaper. 

3) A man puts his arm 


through the opening in 

your cab’s safety shield 

and holds a gun to your 
head. You should: 

a) immediately give him 
all your money and 
avoid foolish heroics. 

b) explain the new 
Massachusetts gun 


4) 


5) 


AVa @ 
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Sign of the times 


law to him. 

c) recite the 23rd Psalm. 

Have you ever tried to 

make a U-turn in the Sum- 

ner Tunnel? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

An obviously defective 

meter is running much too 

fast. Your passenger pro- 
tests the $53 fare from the 

John Hancock Building to 

Jordan Marsh. You: 

a) apologize profusely 
and call the dis- 
patcher to determine 
the correct fare. 

b) challenge your pas- 
senger to a duel be- 
cause he has im- 
pugned the integrity of 
your meter. 

c) explain that once 
Clarendon Street. has 





6) 


8) 


9) 


been passed one en- 
ters.a different time- 
warp. 

Father Flanagan and Sis- 
ter Mary Typhoid ask to be 
taken as quickly as pos- 
sible to a hospital on the 
other side of town in order 
to comfort a dying parish- 
ioner. In your haste you re- 
alize you’re going too fast 
when: 

a) Sister Mary Typhoid 
asks you to slow down. 

b) the number of miles 
per gallon you’re 
getting declines 
noticeably. 

c) Father Flanagan starts 
giving himself the last 
rites. 

You have dropped off a 
passenger in the nick of 
time to catch his trans-At- 
lantic flight. You notice 
that on the back seat he 
has left an attache case 
filled with expensive jewel- 
ry. You should: 

a) try to return the case 
by heading off the 

’ plane on the runway. 

b) deliver the attache to 
the police with an ex- 
planation of what has 
happened. 

c) buy a turkey and cele- 
brate Thanksgiving 
early this year. 

Does your stomach turn 

when you drink good 

coffee? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

If a person were to get out 

of your cab and tell you he 

or she didn’t have the fare, 


you would: 
a) tell the person not to 
worry — you're only 


driving a cab for the 


good will. 

b) say casually that you 
have friends who know 
where the person lives. 

c) ask them if they’ve 
ever had a change 
machine for a sup- 
pository. 


10) Two obviously nervous 


young men ask to be 

taken to Roxbury during 

the early morning hours. 

You would: 

a) take them, since it’s 
your duty as a cab 
driver to give prompt 
and courteous ser- 
vice to anyone. 

b) tell them you’re going 
off duty. They should 
take the next cab. 

c) laugh hysterically 
and hope they get 
out. 


11) A passenger in your back 


seat is seen picking his 

nose every time you 

glance at your rear-view 
mirror. You should: 

a) offer him a tissue. 

b) flip the lever on your 
mirror to the “night” 
position. 

c) say, ““When you get to 
the bridge, wave.” 


12) When you see hotel door- 


men signal for a cab, do 
you salivate? 

a) Yes 

b) No 


13) It’s a slow day. You have 


only $11.40 on your way- 

bill and the shift is al- 

most over. A tourist asks 

to be taken from his 

downtown hotel to the 

site of the Boston Tea 

Party. You would: 

a) oblige him and then 
call it a day. 

b) tell him it’s not worth 





his effort and sug- 
gest the Two O’Clock 
Club instead. 

c) take him via the 
scenic route through 
Portland, Maine. 

14) Your cab suddenly loses 
its brakes while carrying a 
fare. You should: 

a) aim for the nearest 
tree to spare inno- 
cent bystanders. 

b) aim for an old person 
because they are soft. 

c) turn off your meter 
and advise your pas- 
senger that accidents 
are flat rates. 

15) Do you talk over your 
right shoulder to people, 
even when they’re in front 


of you? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

Answers 
lhe 8) yes 
2) c 9) bore 
3) a, b, andc 10) c 
4) yes ll) c 
5) c:it’s worth 12) yes 
a try 13) c 

6) ¢ 14) c 
1) © 15) yes 


A score of 12 or more indicates 
genuine potential for be- 
coming a professional cab 
driver. If you answered from 
eight to 11 of the questions cor- 
rectly, you are not ready for the 
taxi business and are probably 
better suited for driving 
hearses and ice cream trucks — 
anything involved with trans- 
porting things which are cold 
and stiff. If you answered fewer 
than eight questions correctly, 
you would be an embarrass- 
ment to yourself if you at- 
tempted to make a living as a 
hack. Better you should stay in 
school. 
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INSPECT 


Continued from page 8 

quick guide to preparing your car 
for inspection. Since five out of 
the eight things you need are 
electrical, let’s start with: 


Electrical Appliances 

There are five possible causes 
for the failure of any electrical 
appliance that you need to pass 
inspection: 

1) Failure of the unit itself — a 

-burnt-out bulb, for ex- 
ample; 

2) A defective connection bet- 
ween the unit and the car — 
things like corroded  ter- 
minals or loose bulbs; 

3) A blown fuse or circuit 


breaker; 
4) A defect in the wiring, or 
5) A defect in the switch. 
Keeping this list in mind, con- 
centrate first on the back lights. 
If they are out, you should first 
check the contacts and ter- 
minals for corrosion, rust or dirt. 
If they are all clean, check the 
bulbs by switching them around. 
If they still don’t work, it’s time 
to check the fuses. Your owners’ 
manual ought to tell you where 
the fuse box is; if not, you can 
look it up in a Chilton’s Guide at 
a gas station. Once you have 
found it, trade around the fuses 
to determine if any of them are 
blown. 

If you've had no luck so far, 
follow the wire back as far as you 
can, checking visually for cor- 
roded connections and dangling 
wires. If you’ve traced the wire as 


far back as you can with no luck, 
chances are the problem lies 
with the switch. You should let 
someone else check that. 

Headlights are different. You 
cannot simply replace bulbs, as 
all headlights are ‘‘sealed 
beams”; you must replace the 
entire unit, lens and all. This is 
so because the lens is situated in 
a very precise relationship to the 
lamp’s filament, so that the 
lamp produces a well-aimed 
beam of light rather than one 
that disperses all over the road. 
Before you go out and get a new 
headlight, however, you should 
check the terminals, connec- 
tions and wires for damage. 
Headlights don’t have fuses, so 
don’t look for any. 

Once you do decide you need a 
new headlight, it is very easy to 
put it in, provided you gei the 
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‘Free World Mechanics Announces: 
“INSTANT CARMA” 


We have discovered a way for both mechanics and car owners to come away from repair jobs 
satisfied. You rent space and tools in a clean, well lit garage on TUDOR STREET in 

CAMBRIDGE and the mechanics show you how to do the work yourself. All you pay is $2.75 
per hour — thereby cutting out labor costs and doubts about whether your car is repaired 
properly. We have: Tune up parts and tools at discount prices; Friendly, patient mechanics. 
Also ask about our Auto Repair Courses. 


33 Tudor St., Cambridge © 354-9339 ’ 
Corner Tudor St. and Brookline St., near the Chrome bumper yard. 


right replacement. Before you go 
to the parts store, get the speci- 
fic size and type from the old 
beam; be sure and find out 
whether it’s type I or II. Once 
you have the right headlight, 
take off the trim from around the 
old light with a Phillips screw- 
driver. Don’t just take off any 
screws, though, because some of 
them are headlight-adjusting 
screws. When you have the old 
beam out, be sure and put the 
new. one in with the right side up 
— the top will be indicated by 
the word “TOP” or simply by an 
arrow. 

The windshield wipers and 
horn are much more complicated 
than lights, as they involve small 
motors and complicated 
switches. I would simply check 
the fuses, then the wires, con- 
nections and contacts for ob- 
vious signs of rust and cor- 
rosion. 

Muffler 

Unless your muffler has fallen 
off completely, it is very easy to 
fake at least a moderately quiet 
purr for the inspection. If there is 
a hole in your muffler, you can 
patch .it quite simply with 
muffler tape, which can be pur- 
chased in most parts stores. You 
simply wet it, wrap it around the 
rotten or rusted-away area and 
idle the engine slowly until it 
hardens. If the pipes have 
separated, you can slip some 
spare pipe, available at any 
junkyard, around the two 
separated pipes. If you clamp it 
at both ends it should last 
awhile. 

Tires 

Take a penny and stand Lin- 
coln on his head inside a groove 
on one of your tires. If you can 
still see the top of the head, the 
tire will not pass inspection. 
Cuts, bumps, bulges and the like 
are also causes for rejection. If it 
looks as if a tire is going to come 
between you and your in- 
spection sticker, there are a few 


tubeless 
and 


choices: inexpensive, 
blackwalls; retreads, 
‘“*blems.”’ 

Tubeless blackwalls are by far 
the cheapest of the regular tires 
that you can buy new. Retreads 
are even cheaper, but since the 
treads are applied with heat, 
they also come off with heat, as 
you can deduce from the stray 
strips of tread often seen along 
high-speed thoroughfares. 

“Blems” are slightly damaged 
brand-new tires; you can buy 
them at a considerable discount 
at the larger tire chains, such as 
Goodrich, Firestone and Good- 
year. These tires have to be good 
enough to pass motor vehicle 
safety standards; it is well- 
known in mechanical circles that 
such stores will often super- 
ficially scratch up a slow-selling 
shipment of tires in order to get 
rid of them quickly and in- 
expensively as “‘blems.” 

If you can prove your 
association with a local business 
or school, you can get a good deal 
on tires at Cambridge Tire, on 
Erie Street in Cambridge. Volk- 
wagen tires, for example, cost 
$17.90 each for tubeless black- 
walls, and $13.13 each for re- 
treads. Blackwalls cost $21.79 
and retreads $11.50 at Sears. 

The junkyards on Webster 
Avenue between Union Square 
and Cambridge Street offer an 
unpredictable alternative. Here 
you can get a good used tire for 
$10, depending on how hard you 
look and how much you are will- 
ing to haggle. The prices on 
‘“‘blems” vary a great deal, but if 
you are in the market for a good 
used set of tires a sale is worth 
waiting for. 

Brakes aré too complicated to 
try fooling around with, so leave 
them to a pro. Otherwise, your 
car should be in pretty good 
shape for inspection, and you 
will beam with pride as you ride 
around your neighborhood in 
your officially inspected car. 














insurance professionals at the 
KAP LY AGENCY are concerned a- 
bout the rising cost of automobile insur- 
ance, and we can help to keep them 
down, let us prove to you that our rates 
are the lowest to be found anywhere in 
Massachusetts. Call us at 738-5400. We 
will quote rates over the telephone. 


We'll be glad to answer any questions 
that et og may have concerning rates, pay- 

its, coverage, claims, or anything re- 
garding your 1976 auto insurance. 





The Kaplansky Agency 
is on your side in 1976 for 
automobile insurance. 


A choice of any one of our four payment 
plans will fit into your budget. You may 
— ae 


Remember... The KAPLANSKY 
AGENCY will provide you with the finest 
insurance available at the low- 
est rates possible, 


We pride ourselves on having one of the 
most sophisticated claims service in the 
state. 


Don't Make a Costly Mistake © Call Kaplansky e 
. The People on Your Side 


SPECIALIZING IN AUTOMOBILE PROTECTION 
738-5400 


The Kaplansky Agency 


437 Harvard St., Brookline 
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THE KAISER’S COLLECTION 


Being a short talk with a Cadillac-crazed wheeler dealer 


By Robert Pomerene 

To see some very fine and 
beautiful old cars, go out to the 
Museum of Transportation at 
Larz Anderson Park in Brook- 
line. Or better yet, catch a flight 
to Reno and call on Bill Harrah, 
who owns what is reputed to be 
the world’s largest private col- 
lection of antique autos — said 
to consist of 1500 meticulously 
restored beauties, with another 
few hundred somewhere being 
worked on. 

Or, best of all, come with the 
Phoenix and wander amidst the 
pits and alleys of Cambridge- 
port, there to discover the rat- 
tletrap Cadillac collection of 
Steve Kaiser. 

Kaiser is not the standard 
Cadillac owner or antique col- 
lector, even if he is a member in 
good standing of the Cadillac- 
LaSalle Club, which has several 
meets a year, including an annu- 
al regional meet in Carlisle ev- 
ery August. 

“Some of the members are 
pretty snobbish,” says Kaiser. ‘‘I 
don’t have the typical Cadillac 
background, and I don’t own a 
fully restored classic car. To a lot 
of them, I’m an interloper.”’ 

The real reason Kaiser has 
gone into collecting Cadillacs is 
not for money, but because of an 
offbeat personal aesthetic. The 
man is, in truth, an eccentric 
packrat. Cadillacs are not his 
only hobby. In his apartment, for 
instance, in addition to a library 
of several thousand books, he has 
about 400 looseleaf binders filled 
with miscellaneous articles 
clipped from the daily newspa- 

4 pers and the 70 other periodicals 
‘to which he subscribes. He has 
filled an entire room with clip- 
” pings and a rather chaotic filing 
system devoted to this venture. 

In all, Kaiser owns eight Cad- 
illacs. ranging in age from his two 
41 coupes to his ’59 pink “Buck 


Rogers” sedan. He also owns a 
‘53 Buick “Woodie”’ Estate wa- 
gon, already something of a clas- 
sic. 

The story of Kaiser and his 
collection is something of a shag- 
gy dog, but it is also a wonderful 
lesson on happenstance. He 
agreed to share it with the Phoe- 
nix not long ago. 


Boston Phoenix: How’d you 
buy. your first Cadillac? ,, ... . 
Stephen Kaiser: Once a year 
my mother would come up from 
New Jersey to visit, and I could- 
n’t very well haul her around on 


Steve Kaiser: the m 


the back of my motorcycle, so I’d 
go out and rent a car. That par- 
ticular year, 74, I got a Mav- 
erick that ended up being this 
horrible mustard-yellow thing 
with a ghastly plastic interior, 
and we drove that around. We 
took a long sweep up through the 
Blue Hills and down around 
Quincy Shore Drive. About half 
a mile away from Dorchester my 
mother happened to ask me, ‘‘Do 
you think you ever might want to 
buy a car?” and I said, ‘No, 
nothing doing. Absolutely none 
of them interest me.” Nothing in 
modern cars appealed to me. So 


an, the cars, the garages, the general disbelief 


we went around Neponset Cir- 
cle, trucking down Gallivan 
Boulevard. I suddenly looked 
out, said, ‘‘Look at that!’’, 
slammed on the brakes, pulled 
over to the side of the road, and 
backed up. And that was the 
black 1949 Cadillac Model 61. It 
wasn’t the most elegant-looking 
car, I suppose, when you got 
close to it; it had some rust, some 
dents. But it has a very nice false 
blue velvet upholstery, and just 
a very nice*body shape:to it. 
BP: What’s special about this 
one? Why did you get it? 

SK: I just liked the body shape. I 
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didn’t know anything about 
whether it was a good year or 
not, or what the engine was like. 
So it was purely an amateur’s 
feeling. 

BP: How many of these cars 
were made? 

SK: Only about 15,000. 






\puseg Auer 


BP: How many do you think are * 


still around? 

SK: That’s hard to say, maybe 

500 or 1000. Cadillacs tend to 

last longer than others. 

BP: Is that because they’re bet- 

ter cars? 

SK: No, simply because of the 
Continued on page 14 



















4 CALVIN RD. WATERTOWN 
(10 MIN. FROM HARVARD SQ.) 
EXPERT REPAIRS ON VWs, 
VOLVOS, and JAPANESE CARS. 
VW ENGINE REBUILDING. 


CALL FOR APPT. 923-0941 








287 SALEM ST. 
2195 MAIN ST. 





INDEPENDENT 
VOLKSWAGEN e TOYOTA 
SPECIALISTS 





MINI CAR CLINIC 


TEL. 935-8494 
TEWKSBURY, MA. 01876 
TEL. 658-5754 


WOBURN, MA. 01801 









































‘RECONDITIONED VOLVO'S 
A Better Value Than Most New Cars 


'75 245A Red.....--- 
'74 142S White...... 
'74 164A Met. Blue... 
'74 144A Dk. Red..... 
'74 145S Lt. Blue..... 
'72 144S Med. Green... 
'72 182EA Gold...... 
‘70 145S White...... 
‘68 122S Tan....eeee 
67 122S Grey....... 


eeeeeeeeeeee 


And Many More To Choose From 
Leasing Available 


BOSTON VOLVO 


New England's most successful dealer for new Volvos and 
comprehensive service 


yee We Are No. 1 in New England 
304 MASS. AVE., CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 491-5440 




































| With this coupon 


High performance 
Castrol 
20/50 Oil 


special 


$19.50/ case 


ignition Parts 


xb 


Points, Rotors 
Condensers, Distributor Caps 


15% Discount 
With This Ad 


Cambridge 









SIMILAR SAVINGS ON ALL OUR 
FOREIGN CAR PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 


Hours: 8-5:30 Monday thru Friday ¢ 9-2 Saturday 


Boston 
2096 Massachusetts Avenue, 661-0820 24 Brighton Avenue, 787-9350. 


Do-It-Yourself 

FOREIGN CAR 

PARTS CENTER 
*SPECIAL* 


PRE-INSPECTION SALE 
VW Mufflers 


BL") CIBIE-LUCAS-BOSCH 
er 7 


Quartz Halogen, Fog and Long Range 


$13.99... 


Including All 
Mounting Kits 
And Tail Pipes 


Offer Expires March 31 
Get It Together 


Driving Lights 





BIG SAVINGS 
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KAISER 


Continued from page 13 

Cadillac name. An Oldsmobile 
would go to the crusher. 

BP: When did you buy the black 
"49? 

SK: July 1974. I paid $695 for it. 
After that I bought about one ev- 
ery two weeks until I had five. I 
started having problems with the 
’49 almost immediately, and a 


lot of trouble getting parts, so it 
became very clear to me that I'd 
need a parts car. There was an 
ad in the Globe put there by this 
guy out in Concord who had an- 
other '49 sedan, so I called him 
up. But he’d already sold it. He 
tried to interest me in this ’53 
flower car he had. I didn’t even 
know what a flower car was, but 
he talked me into coming out to 
look at it. And I ended up buy- 
ing that one on the spot for $500 
on August 11. After that I would 
go work on the flower car, and I 


had driven the '49 out to Con- 
cord one afternoon. Coming 
back, the car would periodically 
conk out on me; I thought I need- 
ed a new carburetor. I got the car 
back from Concord as far as 
North Cambridge before it com- 
pletely croaked out, so I had to 
leave it on the street and come 
home, and wondered how in 
blazes I could get the car home 
without towing it. The only way I 
could get the car going was to 
ride my bicycle up there and put 
the bicycle in the back of the car 





LL Lamb Lotus Automotive 
Engineering 


AE 


1360 Comm. Ave. Allston ¢ Tel: 738-0268 
(Driveway next to Mousetrap Cheese Shop) 
DO YOU REMEMBER ail those times you said, “I sure wish | could find 
someplace where, in one stop, | could get complete, competent, honest 


automotive help”? 


WELL, now there is. At LAMB LOTUS we believe in teaching you PRE- 
VENTIVE maintenance. Our idea is: If you understand your car, you'll un- 
derstand us when we tell you it’s sick, and then we'll show you what’s 
wrong, and tell you how much it'll cost to put it back on the road to re- 


covery. 


Mechanical Repairs: on your foreign car, such as: 
Lotus, BMW, Porsche, Triumph, Alfa, Fiat & VW. 
Anything from an oil change to an engine rebuild. 


| 


Engine Compression Test 
Inspect All Tune Up Parts 
Brakes & Shocks 


Competition. Our specialty 


including: 


’ ~ Front Suspension 
Clutch & Transmission 
Wheel Bearings 


™WITH THIS NOTICE ONLY: at Lamb Lotus ""4 


ABSOLUTELY FREE, no gimmick or cost: 
A COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE CHECKUP 


i- 


after I fixed the carburetor. Well, 
as it happened, I couldn’t get the 
car fixed, so I was riding back on 
my bicycle and, lo and behold, I 
went through Central Square: 
And there was the blue 1949 
Cadillac for sale. That’s the car I 
bought in 20 minutes. 

BP: That’s not your parts car? 
SK: No, I ended up getting the 
parts car I have now about a year 
later. But the advantage with 
the blue 49 was I could drive 
that home, take the carburetor 
off, bicycle up to North Cam- 
bridge, swap carburetors, and 
that worked. 

BP: That’s not why you bought 
the blue ’49, though? 


SK: Well, partly, but it was also 
so much a better car than the 
other one — it had no body rust 
on it — that I knew it was a good 
buy in itself. 

BP: When did you get it? How 
much did you pay for it? 

SK: Only three days after I got 
the flower car, and I paid $900 
for it. For a 49 with no body rot, 
that’s a good deal. The car had 
transmission problems — could- 
n't drive it faster than 25 miles 
an hour — so I had the trans- 
mission rebuilt, but that was 
really the only big problem. 
BP: The next car you got was 
the °57? 

SK: Yeah, a Model 62, and that 











PORSCHE 
BMW 


DATSUN 
TOYOTA 


VOLKSWAGEN 
(617) 787-0400 


REAR OF 870 COMMONWEALTH AVE. UNDER THE SKI MARKET 














HACKER’S HAVEN 


31 Lansdowne St., Cambridge 


— 
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354-8610 


We are the oldest existing do it yourself repair 
shop in the world! And here’s what we do: 


¢ We give you the right tools, a clean bay and some friendly advice. 


¢ We teach all courses for Cambridge Center For Adult Education: Basic, 
Intermediate, & Advanced Auto Maintenance & Repair 


¢ Professional mechanics on duty 


around; well, maybe not best but. . . 
¢ Not just a do it yourself place — we'll repair your car if you don’t want to. 
¢ All work is fully guaranteed in writing | 
¢ Both American & Foreign cars with all metric tools available. 


at all times (we think they’re the best 














You get a lot in our popular 
little economy car! 


e Spunky 2.3 liter engine 
e Stable, comfortable ride 


e Ford's Lifeguard Design 
Safety Features 


e 4-speed floorshift 
e Sporty bucket seats 
e Rack & pinion steering 


e And more 


[= ]FoRD) 
— 








Prices 
From *2895 


Delivered 


The closer you look, the better we look. 


SALVI FORD SALES, 
INC. 


2067 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge 
(near Porter Sq.) 


Open till 9:00 evenings 
864-5800 
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was from the same place in Cen- 
tral Square. The guy knew I was 
interested in Cadillacs, and he 
didn’t like them, so he phoned 
me up. I got that car for the cost 
of the repairs, $54, on August 28. 
Fifty-four dollars — it was an 
absolute scream. He said, ‘Get 
it out of here, pay the repair bill 
and it’s yours!” The car was un- 
registered, the owner wouldn’t 
pick it up, wouldn’t get rid of it. 
He couldn't find a buyer for it, so 
I got it. 

One feature that’s pretty inte- 
resting about the ’57 is the front 
bumper and grill. Completely 
useless. You couldn’t push any- 
thing with it, and it isn’t really 
much good for protecting the 
radiator. But it’s got those big 
“Dagmars” right up front there. 
Dagmar was a TV character in 
the mid-’50s, this luscious 
blonde with about a 48” bust. 
The Detroit stylists were put- 
ting all these big bumper bombs 
on the front of the cars, particu- 
larly Cadillacs, so the bumper 
bombs were dubbed ‘‘Dag- 
mars.” 

BP: The next car was the °41 
coupe? 

SK: Yup. Let’s see, that was in 
September. This I bought off the 
same fellow who sold me the 
flower car. He’s an American In- 
dian named Walter Foxtree. 
He’s one of these guys who just 
goes out and buys cars in the 
field and never does anything 
with them. He won’t even clean 
them up. 

BP: They just sit on his lot? 
SK: Or in other peoples’ back- 
yards. So his major contribution 
is saving cars from the crusher. 
He doesn’t really appreciate 
them, he doesn’t protect them. 
This thing was sitting there with 
its windows part-way open, the 
interior was all wet, there were 
acorns all over the place inside 
it, it was just rotting out — the 
car was a mess. An absolute 
shame to be left there. The only 
thing was it hadn’t gone to the 
crusher yet. 

BP: Does this one run? 

SK: No, it hasn’t been running 
in 25 years. 

BP: What are you doing with it 
now? 

SK: It’s just stored in the ga- 
rage now. 

BP: You have another ’41 
coupe? 

SK: Yeah. I got it in June of ’75. 
Basically, I went into hiberna- 
tion over the winter. There’s a 
good story on that one, too. 
Again, it was my mother’s year- 
ly trip to visit me. So I said, 
“Hey, we’re going to have a lit- 
tle escapade going up to New 
Hampshire.”’ And we went up to 
pick up the coupe. We towed it 


behind the °57, and she sat in the 
coupe and steered the whole way 
down. 

BP: So neither of your °41 
coupes runs? 

SK: Right. 

BP: Next you got the ’59 Cad- 
illac? This is the one you said 
was a “Buck Rogers” car. Why? 
SK: Well, at the front, they hap- 
pened to get rid of the Dagmars, 
but they added all sorts of 
chrome encapsulations of all the 
lights, and little studs all along 
the grill. The rear is really the 
spaceman achievement. It’s got 
the highest fins of any produc- 
tion automobile ever made in the 
US, about 34 inches high. Cad- 
illac was the originator of the fin, 
in ’48 or 49. This became the 
ultimate; thereafter the fins de- 
clined. It has four little rocket- 
shaped rear lights, and like a 


rocket exhaust capsule on each - 


side.... 
BP: Totally dysfunctional? 


SK: Yeah, totally. 

BP: It’s really an ugly car. 

SK: You could say that. 

BP: Compared to the 41 coupe 
or the '49 sedan, which are real- 
ly beautiful, classic cars, this is 
almost an Edsel. 

SK: It is close to an Edsel. What 
it is is the high-water mark — or 
the low-water mark — in the 
wild chrome excesses of the 
1950s. It was definitely done with 
spirit. 

BP: You were talking about the 
gadgetized Cadillacs before? 
SK: Yeah, the '49, for instance 
— the only power goodie on that 
is the automatic transmission. 
On this one [the ’59] it had the 
automatic transmission, power 
brakes, power steering, power 
windows, air conditioning, six- 
way power seats and the trunk 
latch in the glove compartment. 
BP: Did the °57 have all that? 
SK: No, just the power steering 
and brakes, the automatic trans- 


mission and the power windows, 
so it was part-way there. 

BP: The '59 cost you only $250? 
SK: Yeah, I saved it from the 
crusher. The guy was going to 
throw it out — the same guy I 
bought my first one from. 

BP: So that was the last Cad- 
illac you bought, back in July 
75? 

SK: Right, except for the °49 
Model 62 parts car I got in Sep- 
tember. 

BP: Within the space of about a 
year, you built up a collection of 
eight Cadillacs. Now you’re in a 
period of retrenchment? 

SK: Yeah, financial and space 
retrenchment. 

BP: What are you going to do 
with these cars? Your restora- 
tion so far has been limited to 
cleaning them up. 

SK: Yeah, cleaning them up and 
a little bit of mechanical work. 
BP: But your °41 coupes, for 
example, your oldest cars and 
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the closest to being real classics, 
don’t run. What kind of an in- 
vestment would it take to re- 
store them? 

SK: It would be substantial, a 
few thousand dollars for each, at 
least. 

BP: What would they be worth 
afterwards? 

SK: It depends. If the car’s in 
good shape and hasn’t been re- 
stored, $5000. If you do a really 
substantial restoration on it — 
do it real well — you might get as 
much as $10,000. 

BP: How much have you put 
into this hobby so far? 

SK: Oh, about $6000 total. 
BP: And how much do you think 
your cars are worth now? 

SK: Maybe $8000 or $9000. 
BP: So you've done a bit better 
than bank rates. 

SK: I figure I’ve probably kept 
about even with what I could get 
if I just kept my money in a sav- 
ings account. 











We Take Care of Your Car 
Like Our Own 
NAI NAN KO 
AUTO IMPORTS SERVICE 
DATSUN ¢ TOYOTA 

SUBARU ¢ CAPRI 

2495 Mass. Ave., Camb. Ma. 

354- 7766 











BRING 


YOUR 
BODY 


TO 
US 


Y&D 
AUTO BODY CO. 


OPEN SATURDAYS 
painting body work 
foreign cars our specialty 


432 Green St., Cambridge 
Behind the Central Square YMCA 
Call 547-4564 























More vibrations to the mile with 
a special system from 
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® PIONEER KP212 Underdash 
Cassette Deck 





JENSEN 51% 
100z. Standard Speakers 











® PIONEER’ KP250 Underdash 


FM Cassette Deck 


JENSEN 5%” 


100z. Coaxial Speakers 














® PIONEER ’s Famous KP4000 
In-Dash AM/FM Cassette Deck 


JENSEN 6x9 


Coaxial Speakers 














CAR 
TUNES 


204 DEXTER AVE./ WATERTOWN /923-1490 





ALL CUSTOM INSTALLATION GUARANTEED FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR CAR 


OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT 9-5 





Also Featuring The Full Line of Jensen Speakers 
and A Full Selection of Pioneer 6x9 Speakers 
Installation Costs Not Included. Car Application 


& Listener’s Preference Can Be Specified At 
Extra Charge. 
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HONDA BIG BIKE BONUS — 


Save up to $80 on selected bikes! 


can truly be said, there’s 

never been a better time than 
right now to buy a new Honda 
motorcycle. Honda, world’s 
most popular bike, known for 
quality and engineering inno- 
vation...now at very special 
savings. During Honda’s Big 
Bike Bonus, you'll save from 
$30 to $80 right off the top. 
And that’s an additional 
Savings to the best deal you 
can make right now with your 
Honda motorcycle dealer! 

Honda’s Big Bike Bonus 
doesn’t apply to just one model 

..but to all seven bikes shown. 

Both road and on/off-road 
machines, big and mid-range. 
So, if you’ve ever considered 
owning a motorcycle, or want 
a better bike than the one you 
already have, get moving. See 
your Honda dealer today, and 
hit the road with as much as 
$80 extra in your pockets. 


HONDA 


First. For good reason. 


Wear helmet and eye protection when riding. Offer applies to 
1975 and 1976 models shown. Model availability may be limited 
Offer expires April 30, 1976. © 1976 American Honda 

Motor Co., Inc 


Beverly 

King’s Rook Honda 

107 Brimball Ave. 

(617) 927-3400 

Brookline 

Boston Cycles Honda 
31-39 Boylston St. 

(617) 738-4900 

The New Honda of Boston 
916 Commonwealth Ave. 
(617) 734-8200 

Everett 

Parkway Cycle 

1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
(617) 389-6998 


Haverhill 
Goudreault’s, Inc. 
746 Amesbury Rd. 
(617) 374-0338 
Hyannis 
Cape Cod Motor Sport 
Center, Inc., Ltd. 
353 Stevens St. 
(617) 775-9340 
Lowell 
Bentas Bros. Honda 
9 Middlesex St. 
(617) 458-8281 
Lynn 


Gould Enterprises, Inc. 


811 Lynnway 
(617) 595-9510 


Monument Beach 
Cape Cod Honda 
Clay Pond Rd. 

(617) 759-7333 

Natick 

Bernardi’s Speed Shop 
671 Worcester St. 
(617) 653-0521 
Northampton 
Cahillane Motors, Inc. 
375 South St. 

(413) 584-3792 

North Reading 
Nault’s Honda 

260 Main St. 

(617) 664-5256 


Bridgewate 
Bettencourt’s Honda 
31 S. Main St. 

(617) 587-1701 


Weymouth 


Weymouth Auto Sales, Inc. 


211 Main St. 
(617) 337-7400 





> CB-SOOT 


Smooth four-stroke power from a 
498cc OHC engine. Five-speed, con- 
stant-mesh transmission. Front disc 
brake, electric starting. A comfort- 
able, powerful touring twin. 


CB-400F 

408cc OHC four-cylinder power plant. 
Six-speed, constant-mesh transmis- 
sion. Honda’s famous four-into-one 
exhaust system. Impressive styling 
and performance. 


CB-360T 

Our most popular mid-range touring 
twin. 356cc OHC engine for smooth 
power and performance. Six-speed, 
constant-mesh transmission. Front 
disc brake, electric starting. One 
good-looking road bike. 


CB-200T 


One of our smaller road bikes with 


lots of big-time features. 198cc OHC 


engine. Front disc brake. Electric 
starting. Adjustable rear shock 
springs, and more. A favorite with 
students and commuters. 


XL-350 

A 348cc, four-stroke OHC power- 
house. Five-speed, constant-mesh 
transmission. Self-cleaning aluminum 
alloy rims. Teethed steel footpegs 
and brake pedal. Resettable trip- 
meter and more. It’s Honda’s largest 
on/off-road machine! 


XL-250 


|) 248cc OHC mill. Five-speed, constant- 
\ mesh transmission; adjustable rear 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Berlin 


shock springs; push-pull throttle 
mechanism. Full instrumentation and 
full road lighting, too. Widen your 
horizons with this neat Honda XL. 


MT-250 

Here’s an on/off-road machine in the 
Honda Elsinore™ tradition. 248cc 
two-stroke engine with automatic oil 
injection. Close-ratio, five-speed trans- 
mission. CR-type grips and handle- 
bars. Black muffler and heat shield. 
And full instrumentation, of course. 


Manchester 
Nault’s House of Wheels, 


Renaud Co. Inc. 


240 Pleasant St. 
(603) 752-2733 


Hampton 


Depot Honda 


28 Depot 


(603) 926-4581 


Laconia 


Laconia Honda 
981 Union Ave. 
(603) 524-6636 


590 Second St. 

(603) 669-7220 

Nashua 

Nashua Honda 

546 Amherst St. 

(603) 883-4243 
Somersworth : 
Dover Auto Supply, Inc. 
445 High St. 

(603) 742-9555 


Square 





